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June 9th, 2020 
 
Salmon Arm Fish & Game Club 
3200 70th Street, S.E. 
Salmon Arm, BC 
P.O. Box 1864 
V1E 4P9 
 
Re:  Order-in-Council affecting Firearms Regulations in Canada 
 
Dear Prime Minister and Minister of Public Safety Blair 
 
As the President of the Salmon Arm Fish & Game Club I find myself in a position to 
openly advise you and your Minister of our deep concern and dismay regarding the new 
and planned firearms regulations. We are a not-for-profit member club with interests in 
hunting, fishing, conservation and sport shooting. We endorse an outdoor lifestyle with 
a deep respect for our country, its law, diversity and inclusion. We are open to all people 
and work very hard to establish a high level of safety and personal responsibility in our 
activities and here in our community. 
 
The Conference Board of Canada states that hunting, fishing and the shooting sports 
industry adds $13.2 billion to the GDP of this country, generates $6.1 billion in federal 
tax revenues, creates 107,000 jobs and provides $6.4 billion in labour income. It is hard 
to fathom why the federal government chose to ignore this significant contribution to 
the economic benefits our activities provide Canada. Many law-abiding citizens invest 
considerable sums of money to pursue their passions and legally purchase firearms that 
range from high-end costly works of functioning art to those that are specifically 
designed for the hunting and sporting disciplines that are still non-the-less expensive. 
The firearms buy-back program will cost the federal government billions of dollars more 
than what is estimated. Solving the real issues rather than confiscating the personal 
property of law-abiding citizens is a better use of money and resources. 
 
The government is a democratic institution and is held to a very high standard. The 
shocking and deeply disturbing aspect of implementing the recent OIC prohibiting 
firearms through a non-democratic process is contrary to the respect we have in our 
parliamentary system and what we as Canadians expect of our government. Canadians 
expect the government to follow proper process and make rational decisions based on 
evidence and fairness.  
 
Policy decision-making that is based on fair criteria and evidence-based action is some-
thing that Canadians should be able to expect from their government. Ignoring the 
statistical evidence on the declining crime rate, that a very small percentage of the 
overall ‘serious’ crime rate is firearm related, and that gangs and the criminal element 
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overwhelmingly are involved in firearms related crimes, all indicate the government did 
not follow its own research and advice. There is very strong evidence that not only is the 
OIC poorly written, that it is ill considered and its unintended consequences will affect 
many more people, including our club members, who enjoy the hunting and shooting 
sports. This recent OIC leaves much to question about the lack of a parliamentary 
process and the un-informed approach used to create a law that will do nothing to solve 
the real problem of gun violence committed by the criminal elements. 
 
Our club and its members follow all the government’s firearms regulations, restrictions 
and licencing requirements. Firearms owners face far more restrictions and severe 
penalties than other Canadians. The club is heavily regulated and monitored by the 
Chief Firearms Office of British Columbia and in past ten years spent more than one 
million dollars in capital and maintenance costs for our facility. As Canadians we require 
decision making based on fact and evidence that acknowledges the already highly 
regulated firearms environment that firearms owners and clubs face; that recognizes 
the money we spend to ensure we meet government regulation; and not the emotional 
appeal that is politically motivated and panders to special interest groups who do not 
share the same interests we have in our ethically and safely practiced outdoor sports. 
 
Here in the Shuswap, our club and our community are all saddened and detest what 
happened in Nova Scotia. I am compelled to point out Prime Minister that no licencing 
system, regulation, or legislative act would have prevented the tragedy in Nova Scotia. 
The media has questioned why the RCMP, with the prior knowledge and warnings about 
his illegal possession of firearms, was not able to prevent this mentally unstable 
individual from committing a heinous act and mass shooting. The RCMP’s own 
investigation reveals that the individual responsible possessed no firearms licence; the 
firearms he used were all illegally obtained, three from the United States, and one from 
within Canada. Yet this individual still obtained firearms illegally, had no firearms licence 
and completely operated outside the law even when the RCMP had prior warnings. The 
issue is not the law-abiding firearms owners that the government seems determined to 
vilify; the issue is the illegal importation of firearms into Canada from the United States, 
and the criminal use of firearms by people who do not obey Canadian law. Serious gaps 
exist in how the RCMP did not follow-up the information provided about this Nova 
Scotia individual reported to be in possession of illegally acquired firearms and that 
Canadian border services did not prevent the illegal importation of the firearms he used. 
 
Associating the introduction of the OIC with the Nova Scotia tragedy purposefully serves 
to divide Canadians and malign all law-abiding Canadian firearms owners and businesses 
as ‘social enemies.’ This opportunistic move preys on the public’s fear. Electoral power 
should not be the primary objective for the government or your advisors, it should be 
well thought out policy based on research and evidence, and it should not ignore facts 
to gain political points. The whole approach is disingenuous and gives the public the 
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false impression that the Canadian government will somehow curb gun and gang 
violence, make our streets safer, and prevent the illegal importation of firearms from 
the United States by imposing stricter laws on citizens, who are simply not the problem. 
Despite evidence to the contrary, from both Statistics Canada and now specifically from 
the Nova Scotia incident, this OIC will not achieve your stated aims to reduce crime, gun 
and gang violence in this country. 
 
There are serious flaws in Minister Blair’s justification to implement the OIC. Organized 
crime, the criminal element and gang members do not follow the law, nor do they go 
through any licencing or regulatory process to obtain and possess legal firearms. This 
poorly thought out OIC further bans some hunting rifles and many modern and large 
gauge shotguns. While Minister Blair publicly insists the legitimate use of these sporting 
and hunting firearms are not affected, the muzzle energies and bore sizes specified in 
the OIC precludes their legal use. This issue is about public safety! A focus on gangs, 
criminals and the illegal importation of prohibited firearms would be a better focus. 
 
Inflicting harsher penalties by criminalizing a segment of our society who are legal 
firearms owners and abide by the law does not solve the problem and has nothing to do 
with the real issues associated with gun crime. This approach to solving the issue is 
misguided and it is not an accurate portrayal of the regulatory environment we already 
face and have in our country. The criminal element is the problem and they don’t follow 
the law as the information about the case in Nova Scotia clearly points out. Informed 
decision-making may solve the actual problem if it is rational, takes an intelligent 
approach and is based in fact, correlation and statistics. Rather than being seen to be 
doing something that endorses an action that has nothing to do with solving the actual 
issue(s), a focus on adequately resourcing policing and border control services so they 
can do their jobs and prevent the criminal element from perpetrating gun and gang 
violence may actually improve public safety in this country. With respect, saying this OIC 
will solve this problem is misleading! 
 
We would be happy to answer any questions you have.  
 
Sincerely 

  
Richard Wale 
President - Salmon Arm Fish and Game Club 
Cc. Mel Arnold, Member of Parliament – North Okanagan – Shuswap 
 Salmon Arm Fish & Game Members 
 


